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(57) ABSTRACT

A maintenance system for use with an aircraft and a method
of implementing a maintenance schedule for an aircraft with
a maintenance system comprising multiple communication
terminals located physically about the aircraft and in data
communication with each other, the method includes execut-
ing a maintenance software program for a maintenance
routine comprising maintenance tests corresponding to com-
ponents of the aircraft and displaying the maintenance
routine on at least one of the communication terminals to
define a control terminal.

17 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD OF IMPLEMENTING A
MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE FOR AN
AIRCRAFT AND A MAINTENANCE SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Contemporary aircraft may include a variety of systems
and components that require maintenance. Aircraft mainte-
nance may include, among other things, general upkeep,
overhaul, repair, and/or inspection of an aircraft, aircraft
system(s), and/or aircraft component(s).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, the invention relates to a method of
implementing a maintenance schedule for an aircraft with a
maintenance system comprising multiple communication
terminals located physically about the aircraft and in data
communication with each other, the method includes execut-
ing a maintenance software program for a maintenance
routine comprising maintenance tests corresponding to com-
ponents of the aircraft, displaying the maintenance routine
on at least one of the communication terminals to define a
control terminal, assigning a maintenance test to a commu-
nications terminal associated with the corresponding com-
ponent to define an associated terminal for controlling the
execution of the maintenance test by displaying a mainte-
nance test indication on the associated terminal and upon
completion of the maintenance tests, displaying a mainte-
nance routine completion on the control terminal.

In another embodiment, the invention relates to a main-
tenance system for use with an aircraft, the maintenance
system includes multiple communication terminals located
physically about the aircraft and in data communication with
each other and at least one controller configured to execute
a maintenance software program for a maintenance routine
comprising maintenance tests corresponding to components
of the aircraft, display the maintenance routine on at least
one of the multiple communication terminals to define a
control terminal, assign maintenance tests to a communica-
tions terminal associated with the corresponding component
to define an associated terminal for controlling the execution
of the maintenance test by displaying a maintenance test
indication on the associated terminal and upon completion
of the maintenance tests, displaying a maintenance routine
completion on the control terminal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a maintenance system for
use with an aircraft according to an embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing a method of implementing
a maintenance schedule for an aircraft according to an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic view of the maintenance system and
aircraft of FIG. 1 illustrating how tasks may be assigned
according to an embodiment of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 illustrates a maintenance system 8 for use with an
aircraft 10, where the maintenance system 8 may be used to
facilitate a maintainer’s job with identifying, troubleshoot-
ing, and resolving system and component issues. The exem-
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plary aircraft 10 may execute portions of embodiments of
the invention and may include one or more engine assem-
blies 12 coupled to a fuselage 14, a cockpit 16 positioned in
the fuselage 14, and wing assemblies 18 extending outward
from the fuselage 14. While a commercial aircraft has been
illustrated, it is contemplated that embodiments of the inven-
tion may be used in any type of aircraft, for example,
without limitation, fixed-wing, rotating-wing, rocket, per-
sonal aircraft, and military aircraft.

A plurality of aircraft components and systems 20 that
enable proper operation of the aircraft 10 may be included
in the aircraft 10. By way of non-limiting example and for
use in a working example below, flaps 22 and elevators 24
have been called out with alternative numerals. One or more
computers or controllers 26, which may be operably coupled
to the plurality of aircraft components and systems 20,
including the flaps 22 and elevators 24, to control their
operation. While only a single controller 26 has been illus-
trated, it is contemplated that any number of controllers 26
may be included in the aircraft 10. In such an instance, the
controller 26 may also be connected with other controllers of
the aircraft 10. The controller 26 may include or be associ-
ated with any suitable number of individual microproces-
sors, power supplies, storage devices, interface cards, auto
flight systems, flight management computers, and other
standard components. For example, the controller 26 may
include memory 28, the memory 28 may include random
access memory (RAM), read-only memory (ROM), flash
memory, or one or more different types of portable elec-
tronic memory, such as discs, DVDs, CD-ROMs, etc., or any
suitable combination of these types of memory. The con-
troller 26 may also include one or more processors 30, which
may be running any suitable program. The controller 26 may
include or cooperate with any number of software programs
or instructions designed to carry out the various methods,
process tasks, calculations, and control/display functions
necessary for operation of the aircraft 10. The controller 26
is illustrated as being in communication with the plurality of
aircraft components and systems 20 and it is contemplated
that the controller 26 may aid in operating the aircraft
components and systems 20 and may receive information
from the aircraft components and systems 20. The controller
26 may be a portion of a flight management system or may
be operably coupled to the flight management system.

A variety of control mechanisms 32 may be included in
the cockpit 16 for actuation or operating various components
20 of the aircraft 10. The control mechanisms 32 may be any
suitable mechanisms including a keyboard and cursor con-
troller 34. By way of further non-limiting example, one
control mechanism 32 may include a flap handle 36, which
may be operated by a pilot to set the position of the multiple
flaps 22. The term flap handle as used in this description is
not limited to a physical handle, rather it relates to the
control device used to set the position of the flaps. Through-
out the early part of aviation, this control device was a
handle and the term flap handle has now become generic to
the control device used to set the flap position, regardless of
whether the control device is an actual handle or a button on
a touch-screen user interface.

Further, the maintenance system 8 has been illustrated as
having a variety of exemplary multiple communication
terminals 40 located physically about the aircraft 10. It will
be understood that about the aircraft 10 may include internal
of the aircraft 10 and/or external of the aircraft 10. For
example, one of the multiple communication terminals 40
has been illustrated as a flight display 42 that may be located
in the cockpit 16. The flight displays 42 may include either
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a primary flight display or multi-function display and may
display a wide range of aircraft, flight, navigation, mainte-
nance and other information used in the operation, control,
and maintenance of the aircraft 10. The flight display 42 may
be capable of displaying color graphics and text to a user.
The flight display may be operably coupled with any number
of control mechanisms 32 to allow a user to interact with
information on the flight display. While only a single flight
display 42 within the aircraft 10 has been illustrated as being
included in the maintenance system 8 it is contemplated that
any number of the multiple communications terminals 40
may be located within any suitable portion of the aircraft 10.

One or more of the multiple communication terminals 40
may be external communication terminals 44. While such
external communication terminals 44 have been illustrated
as laptop computers, it will be understood that the external
communication terminals 44 may be any suitable device(s)
and such device(s) may be fixed and/or moveable.

Regardless of what type of multiple communication ter-
minals 40 are included and where they are located about the
aircraft, the multiple communication terminals 40 may be in
data communication with each other and each may provide
access to a maintenance routine such that the maintenance
routine may be completed by at least one user via at least one
of the multiple communication terminals 40 and where the
multiple communication terminals 40 are configured to
support a number of independent, non-interactive mainte-
nance tests. The communication terminals 40 may be con-
figured to accept user inputs. It is contemplated that the
multiple communication terminals 40 may be wired or
wirelessly coupled through any variety of communication
mechanisms. For example, the multiple communication ter-
minals 40 may be capable of wirelessly linking with other
systems and devices through packet radio, satellite uplink,
Wireless Fidelity (WiFi), WiMax, Bluetooth, ZigBee, 3G
wireless signal, code division multiple access (CDMA)
wireless signal, global system for mobile communication
(GSM), 4G wireless signal, long term evolution (LTE)
signal, Ethernet, or any combinations thereof. It will also be
understood that the particular type or mode of wired or
wireless communication is not critical to embodiments of
this invention, and later-developed wireless networks are
certainly contemplated as within the scope of embodiments
of the invention. Further, any type of hard-wired transfer
such as Fthernet may communicably couple the multiple
communication terminals 40.

Further, at least one controller may be included in the
maintenance system 8 and may be coupled with one or more
of the multiple communication terminals 40. It is contem-
plated that the at least one controller may be the controller
26 of the aircraft 10, a controller located within an external
communication terminal 44, or an additional controller
located either at the location of the aircraft 10 or remote
from the aircraft 10. Further, multiple controllers may be
utilized. The at least one controller may be any suitable
processor, general or specific designed for the task. For the
remainder of the specification the at least one controller will
be described as the controller 26 for ease of explanation.

The controller 26 may be configured to execute a main-
tenance software program for a maintenance routine com-
prising maintenance tests corresponding to components 20
of the aircraft, including systems of the aircraft 10. The
controller 26 may be configured to display the maintenance
routine on at least one of the multiple communication
terminals 40 to define a control terminal, assign maintenance
tests to a communications terminal 40 associated with the
corresponding component 20 to define an associated termi-
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nal for controlling the execution of the maintenance test by
displaying a maintenance test indication on the associated
terminal and upon completion of the maintenance tests,
displaying a maintenance routine completion on the control
terminal. Furthermore, the controller 26 may be configured
to allow multiple users to access the maintenance tests and
the controller 26 may be configured to assign the mainte-
nance tests between the multiple communication terminals.

Furthermore, the controller 26 may be configured to
determine which of the multiple communications terminals
40 should be defined as the control terminal. The controller
26 may also be configured to determine, which communi-
cations terminal 40 should be defined as an associated
terminal for each of the various maintenance tests.

The controller 26 may be configured to conduct any
suitable functions to aid in executing the maintenance rou-
tine including that the controller 26 may support a number
of simultaneous, independent, non-interactive sessions as
specified in session security configuration information,
including up to a predetermined maximum. The controller
26 may transfer control of a session from one location to
another. The controller 26 may support display of one
interactive user session on one or more flight deck displays.
The controller 26 may check for an available session upon
receiving a session connection request from a communica-
tion terminal. The controller 26 may send an indication of
session establishment to the requesting communication ter-
minal when an appropriate session is available or send an
indication of session denial when an appropriate session is
not available. The controller 26 may make a session avail-
able for future use when the communication terminal using
that session disconnects. The controller 26 may invalidate an
existing session with no background tasks upon receiving a
logout request or return an error when any background tasks
are running upon receiving a logout request. The controller
26 may return session information for all active sessions
upon receiving a sessions information request with no
username parameter provided. The controller 26 may invali-
date all sessions specified in the request parameters and
abort any background tasks for those sessions upon receiv-
ing a session’s logout request. The controller 26 may invali-
date all sessions specified in the request parameters upon
receiving a sessions logout request when none of the ses-
sions specified have background tasks running. The control-
ler 26 may return session information for all active sessions
where the session’s username matches the username pro-
vided upon receiving a session’s information request with a
‘username’ request parameter. The controller 26 may return
session function permissions for all requested sessions upon
receiving a session’s function request. The controller 26 may
reset a re-authentication timer for a session upon receiving
a keep-alive request. The controller 26 may update a loca-
tion string of a session upon receiving a location request,
return session information for the current session upon
receiving a session request, return function permissions for
the current session upon receiving a function list request,
return session process information for the current session
upon receiving a process list request, return system state
information upon receiving a system state request, return
header information for the current session upon receiving a
header information request, return member system informa-
tion upon receiving an aircraft member system list request,
return session configuration information for the current
session upon receiving a session configuration request, etc.

The controller 26 may include all or a portion of a
computer program having an executable instruction set for
executing the maintenance software program, displaying the
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maintenance routine, assigning the maintenance tests, etc.
The program may include a computer program product that
may include machine-readable media for carrying or having
machine-executable instructions or data structures stored
thereon. Such machine-readable media may be any available
media, which can be accessed by a general purpose or
special purpose computer or other machine with a processor.
Generally, such a computer program may include routines,
programs, objects, components, data structures, algorithms,
etc., that have the technical effect of performing particular
tasks or implement particular abstract data types. Machine-
executable instructions, associated data structures, and pro-
grams represent examples of program code for executing the
exchange of information as disclosed herein. Machine-
executable instructions may include, for example, instruc-
tions and data, which cause a general-purpose computer,
special purpose computer, or special purpose processing
machine to perform a certain function or group of functions.

It will be understood that the aircraft 10 and the multiple
communication terminals 40 merely represent exemplary
embodiments that may be configured to implement embodi-
ments or portions of embodiments of the invention. During
operation, the controller 26 may execute a maintenance
software program to allow a maintenance routine to be
completed. One or more maintenance personnel may inter-
act with the controller 26 via any of the multiple commu-
nication terminals 40 to execute portions of the maintenance
tests including that the maintenance test may be assigned to
the multiple communication terminals 40. It will be under-
stood that details of environments that may implement
embodiments of the invention are set forth in order to
provide a thorough understanding of the technology
described herein. It will be evident to one skilled in the art,
however, that the exemplary embodiments may be practiced
without these specific details and in alternative manners. The
exemplary embodiments are described with reference to the
drawings. These drawings illustrate certain details of spe-
cific embodiments that implement a module or method, or
computer program product described herein. However, the
drawings should not be construed as imposing any limita-
tions that may be present in the drawings. The method and
computer program product may be provided on any
machine-readable media for accomplishing their operations.
The embodiments may be implemented using an existing
computer processor, or by a special purpose computer
processor incorporated for this or another purpose, or by a
hardwired system.

As noted above, embodiments described herein may
include a computer program product comprising machine-
readable media for carrying or having machine-executable
instructions or data structures stored thereon. Such machine-
readable media may be any available media, which may be
accessed by a general purpose or special purpose computer
or other machine with a processor. By way of example, such
machine-readable media can comprise RAM, ROM,
EPROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or other optical disk storage,
magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or
any other medium that may be used to carry or store desired
program code in the form of machine-executable instruc-
tions or data structures and that may be accessed by a
general purpose or special purpose computer or other
machine with a processor. When information is transferred
or provided over a network or another communication
connection (either hardwired, wireless, or a combination of
hardwired or wireless) to a machine, the machine properly
views the connection as a machine-readable medium. Thus,
any such a connection is properly termed a machine-read-
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able medium. Combinations of the above are also included
within the scope of machine-readable media. Machine-
executable instructions comprise, for example, instructions
and data, which cause a general-purpose computer, special
purpose computer, or special purpose processing machines
to perform a certain function or group of functions.

Embodiments will be described in the general context of
method steps that may be implemented in one embodiment
by a program product including machine-executable instruc-
tions, such as program codes, for example, in the form of
program modules executed by machines in networked envi-
ronments. Generally, program modules include routines,
programs, objects, components, data structures, etc., that
have the technical effect of performing particular tasks or
implement particular abstract data types. Machine-execut-
able instructions, associated data structures, and program
modules represent examples of program codes for executing
steps of the method disclosed herein. The particular
sequence of such executable instructions or associated data
structures represent examples of corresponding acts for
implementing the functions described in such steps.

Embodiments may also be practiced in distributed com-
puting environments where tasks are performed by local and
remote processing devices that are linked (either by hard-
wired links, wireless links, or by a combination of hardwired
or wireless links) through a communication network. In a
distributed computing environment, program modules may
be located in both local and remote memory storage devices.
The above representation is merely for context and it will be
understood that the maintenance system 8 may include any
suitable additional components and be utilized in any suit-
able manner.

In accordance with an embodiment of the invention, FIG.
2 illustrates a method 100, which may be used for imple-
menting a maintenance schedule for an aircraft, such as the
aircraft 10, with a maintenance system comprising multiple
communication terminals located physically about the air-
craft and in data communication with each other, such as the
maintenance system 8. The method 100 begins at 102 with
the maintenance system 8 executing a maintenance software
program for a maintenance routine comprising maintenance
tests corresponding to components 20 of the aircraft 10. It
will be understood that the components 20 may include
individual parts of the aircraft 10 and/or systems of the
aircraft 10.

At 104, the maintenance system 8 may display the main-
tenance routine on at least one of the multiple communica-
tion terminals 40 to define a control terminal. In this manner,
the maintenance software program may be executed on a
computer in communication with the control terminal and/or
one of the other multiple communication terminals 40. By
way of non-limiting example, the control terminal may be
automatically designated as a specific one of the multiple
communication terminals 40. Alternatively, the maintenance
system 8 may determine which of the multiple communi-
cation terminals 40 should be designated as the control
terminal. For example, the control terminal may be deter-
mined based on where the communication terminal 40 is
located or what user is accessing the communication termi-
nal 40. By way of non-limiting example, the controller 26
may have access to maintenance personnel information
including hierarchical information for the maintenance per-
sonnel.

During the maintenance routine, the maintenance system
8 may assign a maintenance test to a communications
terminal 40 that is associated with the corresponding com-
ponent 20 of the aircraft 10 to define an associated terminal
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for controlling the execution of the maintenance test, as
indicated at 106. For example, by displaying a maintenance
test indication on the associated terminal. Assigning the
maintenance test may include assigning multiple mainte-
nance tests utilized in the maintenance routine. This may
include sequentially assigning each of the maintenance tests
such that the maintenance system waits until each is done
before the next is assigned. It is contemplated that assigning
the maintenance tests by the maintenance system 8 may
ensure that only a single communication terminal 40 may
control the maintenance routine at any time. This may
include limiting access to the maintenance tasks to the
communication terminal 40 that is the control terminal.
Alternatively, the maintenance system 8 may allow multiple
communication terminals 40 to access the maintenance tasks
while still only allowing the control terminal to control the
maintenance routine at any time. It is also contemplated that
the maintenance system may be configured to identifying a
user at one or more of the multiple communication termi-
nals. It is contemplated that some users may not have the
credentials to complete the maintenance test. In such an
instance, it is contemplated that the assigning may only
occur when the identified user at the one of the multiple
communication terminals 40 satisfies a predetermined privi-
lege requirement. The assigning may include assigning
maintenance tests to multiple users at either one or differing
communication terminals 40. Further, the assigning may
include either assigning maintenance tests to a single user
utilizing a single communication terminal 40 or using mul-
tiple different communication terminals 40. It also contem-
plated that the assignment may occur automatically when
the communication terminal 40, where a current mainte-
nance task is active, disconnects. If there is no need for the
tasks in the maintenance routine to be run sequentially it is
contemplated that access to the maintenance system 8
including the maintenance routine may be provided to
multiple operators at multiple separate locations at any one
time. In implementation, the determinations made may be
converted to an algorithm to implement a maintenance
schedule or routine. Such an algorithm may be converted to
a computer program comprising a set of executable instruc-
tions, which may be executed by the controller 26 and/or the
multiple communication terminals 40.

At 108, upon completion of the maintenance tests, a
maintenance routine completion indication may be dis-
played on the control terminal. It will be understood that the
control terminal may be a set location or a location where a
specific user is located. It is also contemplated that such a
completion indication may be displayed on any number of
the other communications terminals 40. While it is contem-
plated that the indication may be a single indication for the
entire maintenance routine, a completion indication may
also be provided after each maintenance task within the
maintenance routine is finished. Such indications may be
provided in any suitable manner.

An example will likely prove useful for a fuller under-
standing. Referring now to FIG. 3, the maintenance system
8 and aircraft 10 are again utilized for explanatory purposes
and do not limit the embodiments of the invention. In the
example, it is contemplated that a first user is in the cockpit
16 utilizing the flight display 42 and a second user is outside
the aircraft 10 using one of the external communication
terminals 44. It will be understood that while the applica-
tions uses the terms user and maintenance personnel such
terms are not meant to be limiting. For example, a pilot,
co-pilot, etc., may also be considered maintenance personnel
as they may complete tasks within the maintenance routine.
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In the illustrated example, the first user in the cockpit 16
as part of the maintenance routine may need to run the
following maintenance tests: flap checkout and port side
elevator alignment. The first maintenance test is the flap
checkout and the first user within the cockpit 16 may select
the flap check test display using the flight display 42 and
may select port flap check. At some point in the test, the test
indication on the flight display 42 prompts the first user to
inspect the flap state at the flap location. While the first user
could certainly leave the cockpit 16 to inspect the flap state,
it may be more efficient to assign the task to a user external
of the aircraft 10. With this in mind, the first user in the
cockpit 16 may select the active session of the second user
to hand off test control to as illustrated by arrow 200.

The second user may receive control of the assigned
maintenance task for the port flap check test because the first
user has assigned it. It is contemplated that first user may be
an ultimate user that may move to another permissible test
or monitor the second user’s progress during the test in
progress. Alternately, the maintenance system 8 may auto-
matically assign the maintenance task based on the identity
of the second user or based on the location of the external
communication terminal 44. The second user continues the
test in progress and may coordinate with the first user as
needed. Upon completion of the port flap check test, the
second user or the controller of the maintenance system 8
may assign the routine back to the first user in the cockpit 16,
as indicated at 202. The user in the cockpit 16 may take
control from the second user or the maintenance system 8
may determine that the second user’s test is complete and
may hand back control to the first user automatically.

The first user may continue with the flap checkout and
select the starboard flap check. While the first user is
selecting the test, the second user may move to the next
location to support the starboard flap test as illustrated at
220. Alternatively, the second user may move to an alter-
native external communication terminal 44 associated with
the starboard flap. At some point in the test, the test display
prompts the first user to inspect flap state and flap location.
At this point, the first user may assign the maintenance test
to the second user or the maintenance system 8 may auto-
matically assign the test as indicated at 204.

The second user receives the assigned test and continues
to execute the test including coordinating with the first user
as needed. Upon completion of the test, the second user may
assign the task back to the first user in the cockpit, as
indicated at 206. Again, the maintenance system 8 may do
this automatically. For example, the maintenance system 8
may determine that the second user’s test is complete and
may hand back control to the first user. Alternatively, if the
first user is an ultimate user, the first user may assign the task
back to themselves. In this manner, the ultimate user may
take control of the maintenance test from the second user.

With the flap check test portion of the maintenance
routine complete, the alignment of the port elevator may
now take place. It is again contemplated that the second user
may move to the next location, as indicated at 222, to
support the port elevator test although this need not be the
case as an alternate user or alternate communication termi-
nal 40 may be utilized. At some point in the test, the test
prompts the first user to inspect the elevator state. At this
point, the first user or the maintenance system 8 assigns the
test to the second user as indicated at 208. The second user
may complete the test and the maintenance system 8 may
determine that the maintenance routine is completed and
may display a maintenance routine completion on the con-
trol terminal. While the above description limits the example
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to a first user and a second user it will be understood that any
number of users may be utilized and that any number of
communication terminals 40 may be used. Further, while the
above description limits the test related to the alignment of
the port elevator to after the flap check test it is contemplated
that the two maintenance tests may be executed simultane-
ously.

It will be understood that the method of implementing a
maintenance schedule for an aircraft is flexible and the
method illustrated is merely for illustrative purposes. For
example, the sequence of steps depicted is for illustrative
purposes only, and is not meant to limit the method 100 in
any way, as it is understood that the steps may proceed in a
different logical order or additional or intervening steps may
be included without detracting from embodiments of the
invention. For example, the method 100 may include deter-
mining where the multiple communication terminals 40 are
located. In such an instance, the maintenance test may be
assigned at 106 to the communications terminal 40 closest to
the corresponding component 20. Further still, the assigning
the maintenance test, at 106, may be in response to a user
input and the method 100 may include receiving a user input
and/or determining that a user input has been received.
Further still, the method may include determining whether a
maintenance test is available for a user at one of the multiple
communication terminals 40. This may include that the
controller 26 may determine whether a user is logged into
the communication terminal 40 and/or whether the user
logged into the communication terminal has permission to
access the maintenance test.

Aircraft maintenance may require many steps. In order to
complete a maintenance routine it may be necessary to
distribute various maintenance tasks among many resources.
Technical effects of the above-described embodiments
include that portions of a maintenance routine may be
assigned and controlled by a maintenance system. Including
that portions of the maintenance routine may be transferred
between the aircraft and communication terminal(s) that are
external of the aircraft. The above-described embodiments
provide for management of the maintenance tasks between
multiple users and/or multiple terminals. The above-de-
scribed embodiments allow for many maintainers to coor-
dinate efforts across multiple users based upon permissions
of that user and/or the user’s location and may allow for an
assignment of the immediate session to be resumed at a
different terminal. This allows maintenance routines to be
completed more efficiently and minimizes the time aircraft
are grounded. The above-described embodiments may also
allow for a reduced maintenance force than typically
required to perform complicated multi-location on the same
vehicle maintenance tasks. Further, the above-described
embodiments allow a centrally located maintainer to coor-
dinate maintenance tasks between multiple maintainers
similarly located or dispersed to different areas of the
aircraft.

To the extent not already described, the different features
and structures of the various embodiments may be used in
combination with each other as desired. That one feature
may not be illustrated in all of the embodiments is not meant
to be construed that it may not be, but is done for brevity of
description. Thus, the various features of the different
embodiments may be mixed and matched as desired to form
new embodiments, whether or not the new embodiments are
expressly described. All combinations or permutations of
features described herein are covered by this disclosure.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and to enable any person
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skilled in the art to practice the invention, including making
and using any devices or systems and performing any
incorporated methods. The patentable scope of the invention
is defined by the claims, and may include other examples
that occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have
structural elements that do not differ from the literal lan-
guage of the claims, or if they include equivalent structural
elements with insubstantial differences from the literal lan-
guages of the claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of implementing a maintenance schedule for
an aircraft with a maintenance system comprising multiple
communication terminals located physically about the air-
craft and in data communication with each other, the method
comprising:
displaying, by a computing element of the maintenance
system, a maintenance routine comprising maintenance
tests corresponding to components of the aircraft on a
selected communication terminal of the multiple com-
munication terminals, wherein the selected communi-
cation terminal is a control terminal;
assigning, by the control terminal, a maintenance test of
the maintenance tests to be performed by a user on a
component of the aircraft to another communication
terminal of the multiple communication terminals by
causing an indication of the maintenance test to be
displayed on the another communication terminal;

assigning, by the control terminal, another maintenance
test of the maintenance tests to be performed by at least
one of the user or another user on another component
of the aircraft to a further communication terminal of
the multiple communication terminals by causing an
indication of the another maintenance test to be dis-
played on the further communication terminal;

sequentially assigning the another maintenance test to the
further communication terminal after the maintenance
test is identified as being completed on the another
communication terminal; and

upon completion of the maintenance tests, displaying a

maintenance routine completion on the control termi-
nal.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the computing element
is a computer and wherein the control terminal is in com-
munication with the computer.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the computing element
is the control terminal.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
where the multiple communication terminals are located.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein assigning the mainte-
nance test further comprises assigning the maintenance test
on the another communication terminal that is closest to the
component on which the maintenance test is to be performed
by the user.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving a
user input and wherein assigning the maintenance test
further comprises assigning the maintenance test in response
to receipt of the user input.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
whether another maintenance test is available for the user at
a further communication terminal.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising displaying
the indication of another maintenance test after the mainte-
nance test is completed to ensure that only a single com-
munication terminal controls the maintenance routine at any
time.
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9. The method of claim 1 wherein one of the multiple
communication terminals is located aboard the aircraft.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the another commu-
nication terminal is located aboard the aircraft and the
further communication terminal is located externally to the
aircraft to allow for the maintenance routine to be trans-
ferred between the another communication terminal in the
aircraft and the further communication terminal that is
external to the aircraft.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising identifying
at least one of the user and another user at one of the multiple
communication terminals.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising assigning
the maintenance test to the another communication terminal
only when the identified user at the another communication
terminal satisfies a predetermined privilege requirement.

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising assigning
the maintenance tests to the multiple communication termi-
nals used by multiple users.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising assigning
the maintenance tests to a single user utilizing a plurality of
the multiple communication terminals.

15. A maintenance system for use with an aircraft, com-
prising:

a computing element;

multiple communication terminals located physically

about the aircraft and in data communication with each
other, wherein the computing element is to display a
maintenance routine comprising maintenance tests cor-
responding to components of the aircraft on a first
communication terminal of the multiple communica-
tion terminals, wherein the first communication termi-
nal is a control terminal; and

wherein the control terminal is to cause:

an indication of a first maintenance test of the mainte-
nance tests to be displayed on a second communi-
cation terminal of the multiple communication ter-
minals to assign the first maintenance test to the
second communication terminal, wherein a first user
is to perform the first maintenance test on a first
component of the aircraft, and wherein the second
communication terminal is associated with the first
component of the aircraft,

an indication of a second maintenance test to be dis-
played on a third communication terminal of the
multiple communication terminals to assign the sec-
ond maintenance test to the third communication
terminal, wherein at least one of the first user or
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another user is to perform the further maintenance
test on a second component of the aircraft, and
wherein the third communication terminal is associ-
ated with the second component,
sequentially assign the second maintenance test to the
third communication terminal after the first mainte-
nance test is identified as being completed on the
second communication terminal, and
in response to completion of the first and second
maintenance tests, display a maintenance routine
completion on the control terminal.
16. The maintenance system of claim 15, wherein the
control terminal is to assign remaining ones of the mainte-
nance tests to at least a further one of the communication
terminals to be performed by at least one other user.
17. A non-transitory machine-readable medium on which
is stored machine-executable instructions that when
executed by a processor of a control terminal, are to cause
the processor to:
display, on the control terminal, a maintenance routine
comprising maintenance tests corresponding to com-
ponents of an aircraft, wherein the control terminal is a
communication terminal of a plurality of communica-
tion terminals, the plurality of communication termi-
nals located physically about the aircraft and in data
communication with each other;
cause an indication of a maintenance test of the mainte-
nance tests to be displayed on another communication
terminal of the plurality of communication terminals to
assign the maintenance test to the another communi-
cation terminal, wherein the maintenance test is to be
performed by a user on a component of the aircraft;

cause an indication of another maintenance test of the
maintenance tests to be displayed on a further commu-
nication terminal of the plurality of communication
terminals to assign the maintenance test to the further
communication terminal, wherein the maintenance test
is to be performed by at least one of the user or another
user on another component of the aircraft;

assign, sequentially, the another maintenance test to the

further communication terminal, in response to the
maintenance test being identified as being completed
on the another communication terminal; and

in response to completion of the maintenance tests, dis-

play a maintenance routine completion on the control
terminal.



